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2012 RATES AND SERVICES 

 

We work on an hourly or per project basis, depending on our clients’ needs. After our initial telephone or  

in-person consultation, we will be able to understand the scope of work involved, and will provide you with a  

proposal outlining the scope of work, including a set fee schedule.  

 

 

Appraisal Report 

Formal written appraisal reports start at $450 and go up depending on the number of artists and/or works  

involved.  An Appraisal Report is commonly used when determining replacement value for insurance purposes 

or identifying fair market value during the estate planning process.  For a complete description of the appraisal 

process, see “What is an Appraisal,” below.  As a general guideline for assignments billed on an hourly basis, 

with fine art we assume one hour minimum for first work by a given artist; 30 minutes for each additional work 

by same artist.  With antiques and personal property, assume 30 minutes per piece (more for silver and works 

of significance requiring additional research).   

 

Household Inventory 

Often recommended as part of the estate planning process.  Tangible Good will prepare a thorough listing of 

notable objects and works of art, including when possible provenance and family lore.  Lesser household items 

are noted in general terms.  No values are given.  Client receives a written inventory to which values and  

disposition wishes may be added later.   

$900 for standard inventory. Additional charges may apply to large or complicated assignments.   

 

Property Consultation 

Often called a ‘walk-through appraisal,’ the Property Consultation is not a true appraisal but rather for the  

purposes of evaluation and advice.  It may be contracted as a stand-alone service or as the preliminary phase in 

a formal appraisal.  The goal of the consultation is to develop the information needed to make educated  

decisions about the client’s personal property. Hence, no values are given during consultations. 

Common goals of this consultation are to: 

• Identify furniture, fine and decorative arts, 

• Determine which/if items have secondary/resale market value, 

• Explain the secondary/resale market and what the options are, 

• Recommend how best to dispose items, 

• Determine if any items need a formal appraisal, 

• Prioritize future action. 

$200/hour, 90 minute minimum.  

 



Downsizing Roadmap 

Downsizing Roadmap is a property consultation with particular attention to the logistics of moving to a new 

home, whether it be a smaller retirement household, senior living community, or assisted living facility.   

Clients often report that the small decisions about personal property can be the most difficult and stressful 

aspect of this process.  The Downsizing Roadmap is designed to  smooth that transition for everyone  

involved.  The goal of the consultation is to develop a confident plan of action for what to keep, what to gift, 

what to sell and what to donate based on the property’s sentimental, practical and monetary value.  No  

specific appraisal values will be rendered.  

$200/hour, three hour minimum.  

 

Estate Advisory Consultation 

Whether planning bequests to loved ones or helping to settle a family member’s estate, it is important to  

understand the sentimental and monetary value of the property involved.  Our estate advisory consultation 

empowers clients to make informed decisions about  their property, including their best options for gifting, 

selling and liquidating it.  We coach clients on appropriate handling of property with the goal of  ensuring 

fairness  and clarity while avoiding family squabbles.  Especially useful for families and executors making  

decisions related to estate property and inheritance, this service is designed for anyone involved in crafting 

or executing a settlement plan.    

$200/hour, two hour minimum.  

 

The Memory Book 

We know your family heirlooms are worth more to you than money.  Tangible Good will  record provenance,  

personal stories and family lore emerging during our consultation process and compile them into a book of 

memories with accompanying images. For a small fee, the memory book can be added to any of our other 

services.   

$100 in combination with any consultation or appraisal contract. 

 

Market History 

Analysis of comparable works sold on the open market.  No opinion of value will be applied to client’s specific 

property.  $50 per item. 

 

Brokerage 

To assist you in selling your personal property, we will serve as your agent in contacting the selling venues 

and making the arrangements for the sale. This would include research of the artists to insure they are placed 

appropriately, assisting in negotiating your contract with the seller and advising you on best method of  

delivery and other necessary arrangements to facilitate the sale. Advice will be provided as needed  

throughout the process.  For this service, the client agrees to pay Tangible Good a consultation fee and  

expenses at the time of the initial consultation plus 10% of the net proceeds when sold at auction, 15% when 

sold in private transaction or by retail vendor.  To prevent the possible conflict of interest, brokerage may not 

be combined with appraisal.  

 

All rates may be subject to additional charges, when applicable:  

• Assistant’s Fee: $20/hour 

• Direct Costs: up to 5% of assignment fee (report preparation and binding, research and database fees) 

• Travel: $50/hour (half-hour increments) 
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WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL? 

 

Properly speaking, appraisal is the process of determining an item’s value.  The appraisal report is the  

product of that process.  The cost of an appraisal and appraisal report reflects the time and expertise needed 

to arrive at a reliable conclusion of value: it is never contingent on the value itself. 

 

Tangible Good provides appraisal reports that conform to the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 

Practice (USPAP) promulgated by The Appraisal Foundation, authorized by the US Congress as the source of 

appraisal standards and appraiser qualifications.  Properly prepared appraisals are individual written reports 

and are not simple lists of property with numbers attached. The specific content and format of each appraisal 

report varies according to the individual situation, but each appraisal should contain the following  

information: 

• Name and address of client 

• Statement of purpose for the appraisal (ie: Donation, Estate, Equitable Distribution, Insurance, 

etc.) 

• Explanation of the type of valuation used (ie: Replacement Value, Fair Market Value, Marketable 

Cash Value, etc., and its definition) Explanation of valuation approach (ie: Cost Estimate Approach, 

Income Approach, Market Data Comparison Approach, etc.) 

• Explanation of the market in which the valuation is applied (i.e. the most common market) 

• Market analysis (relative market history and discussion of possible projections for future activity 

• Statement of how objects were acquired (required for IRS purposes) 

• Statement of professional qualifications of any and all contributing appraisers (their curriculum 

vitae) and clear division of responsibilities; Date of preparation of appraisal and date on which ob-

jects were viewed; as well as the effective date of the appraisal 

• Statement of physical inspection or method used in determining value as well as any limiting  

      conditions 

• Statement of "disinterest" on the part of the appraiser and statement that the appraisers fee is 

not contingent on the appraised value of the object(s) 

• Statement that the appraiser has not been "disqualified" by the IRS (for IRS appraisals) 

• Statement of "Assumptions and Limiting Conditions" 

• Thorough description of the appraised objects including: 

1. Brief biography of the artist / maker 

2. Provenance 

3. Exhibition and publication history 

4. Comparables and related analysis 

5. Firm statement of value 

6. Signature of appraiser(s) and tax ID number(s) when appraisal is prepared for IRS purposes 

7. Photographs of the property 

8. Statement of condition of appraised objects 
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